
Giving access to tertiary education

Possible progression routes

End of compulsory education

Prior VET knowledge may be recognised a�ecting programme duration

No entry requirements; learners must be 16 or older to enter

All upper secondary level VET programmes can either be mainly school-

based  (partly in enterprises) or apprenticeships

(•)

General education programmes

VET programmes

Programmes combining VET and general education

Also available to adults (full-, part-time or distance education)

O�cially recognised vocational/professional qualifications

Qualifications allowing access to the next education level

SECONDARY LEVEL

POST-SECONDARY LEVEL

TERTIARY LEVEL ADULT LEARNING/CONTINUING TRAINING

YEARS in E&TAGE
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Pre-university 
education
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programmes 
(VWO)), 
6 years

Integrated 
lower and 
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secondary 

programmes
(HAVO), 
5 years

Bachelor 
programmes, 

3  years

Master programmes,
1-2  years

PhD programmes, 
3  years

Middle-
management

VET
programmes

(MBO 4),

 

3-4 years

programmes (VMBO) , 4 years 

Professional
education 

programmes 
(MBO 3),

2-3 years 

Basic vocational
programmes 

(MBO 2),
1-2 years 

 
Entry level

programmes
(MBO 1),
1 year 

Practical, 
labour-
oriented 

programmes
for students 

with
learning 

di�culties

Specialised 
programmes

for employees
(often financed 

by training funds)  

Specialised 
programmes

for the 
unemployed

EQF 8

EQF 7

EQF 6

EQF 4

EQF 2 EQF 1

EQF 4

EQF 6

EQF 4 EQF 3

EQF 2

EQF 1

EQF 4

ISCED 244-344 ISCED 244-344 ISCED 244 ISCED 244ISCED 244 ISCED 244

ISCED 354

ISCED 655 ISCED 453

ISCED 645

ISCED 747

ISCED 844

ISCED 353 ISCED 353 ISCED 254

ISCED 253

Specialised programmes, 
1 year

EQF 5

ISCED 554

Associate degree, 
2 years

Higher professional 
bachelor 

programmes (HBO), 
4 years

EQF 7
Prof. master progr.,
1 year ISCED 757

Bridging 
programme

(•) (•) (•) (•)

VET in the Dutch education and 
training system

Lower secondary pre-vocational school-based

NB: ISCED-P 2011.
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